THE   EXODUS
way by the officials and granted the document with the minimum of cost and almost no trouble at all.
As the movement advanced from one astonishing stage to another our information about America kept growing vaster and vaster, until the few seeds of knowledge that Couza had scattered among us seemed like a primer beside an encyclopaedia. This remarkable country, so newly discovered for us, was infinitely more wonderful than it had appeared from first reports, and infinitely more puzzling. To be sure, Couza had made some passing allusion to a President, but it had never dawned on us at the time that this official was the ruler of the land. Surely no government had ever been known to dispense with the guidance of hereditary kings. Countries, no matter whether they did call themselves republics, were, after all, not charity societies to be managed by mere presidents. No wonder it was said that the Government of America was powerless to prevent troublesome persons from carping and poking fun at it, that newspapers had free rein to plot its overthrow, and that the ruler's position was so insecure that he never knew just when his enemies might supplant him. The geography of the place was even more surprising, since by all accounts New York stood exactly beneath Vaslui, " on the under side of the earth," and that would seem to mean that the inhabitants walked head downward like flies on the ceiling. It was regrettable that we had learned this only after Couza had gone, or we might have asked him
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